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Prebbleton’s First Doctor: William Henry SYMES
By Sandra Serra, Prebbleton Heritage Inc

With the construction of our second medical centre underway we thought it 
timely to have a look at our early medical residents.
William Henry SYMES, born in England 1843,  was the first doctor to reside in 
Prebbleton. He was an extremely well qualified doctor, first graduating with 
BSc in Paris 1861 then qualifying as MD at Edinburgh University in 1866. 
He joined the Royal Navy and was appointed Assistant Surgeon on board 
the HMS Galatea, which was commanded by HRH Prince Alfred, Duke of 
Edinburgh, Queen Victoria’s second eldest son. In 1868, the Galatea visited 
several countries including Australia and New Zealand. While in Sydney, 
the Prince was shot in an assassination attempt by Henry O’Farrell. Symes 
provided immediate assistance and later extracted the bullet with the Prince 
making a full recovery. O’Farrell was hanged for this treasonous act soon 
after. Symes had been impressed on his visit to New Zealand 
and when discharged from the Navy, returned to NZ on the 
Charlotte Gladstone in February 1872. 
Daphne McAven transcribed part of his diary, which is held 
at the Alexander Turnbull Library, covering his time in 
Prebbleton. In it he records that he spent his first few months 
staying at various homes in Christchurch and locally before 
coming to stay at the All Saints’ Vicarage with the Rev. W.E 
Paige in April 1872. By May he had moved into a cottage 
and writes of “Blake setting up my dispensary”,  “unpacking 
and sweeping the chimney with Hazelhurst,” and “Mrs Jones 
scrubbed out the cottage.”  In December 1872 he made a 
purchase of land on Springs Road around the area of present 
day numbers 524/526 opposite the shops. He went on to 
purchase other parcels of land both on Springs Road and  
Norris Street, but we believe his residence and dispensary  1. Portrait of William Symes taken 

from an Ancestry tree
2. Assasination attempt - National 
Library of Australia

(CONTINUED PAGE 3)

Local Government Reforms 
SDC website has an innovative new page to help Selwyn residents 
understand all of the current local government reforms. 
The graphic below (from the SDC website) shows the reforms currently 
being worked on; by clicking on one of the green headings you 
will be taken to another webpage with further information on that 
specific reform. There is also a timeline giving an overview of what 
will happen when, links to further information and to government 
submission pages (if applicable).  For more information visit  
https://www.selwyn.govt.nz/your-council/local-government-reforms 

https://www.selwyn.govt.nz/your-council/local-government-reforms
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The aims of 
the association
To promote, preserve 
and protect the interests of 
the residents of Prebbleton 
District.

To support the efforts of any 
person, persons, association, 
or any other bodies, who 
may in the opinion of the 
association be working for 
the benefit of the Prebbleton 
District.

To foster social activities 
within the Prebbleton District 
if necessary.
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Karen Frater (Secretary)
Graham Carpenter
Karen Dreaver
Angela Jones
Graeme Gemmill

Email contact:

prebbletoncommunityassn 
@gmail.com

DISCLAIMER:  
The articles contained in this 
newsletter do not necessarily 
represent the views of the 
Prebbleton Community 
Association. No liability is 
accepted for these views but 
every effort is made to ensure 
information is accurate at the 
time of printing. Responsibility 
for submitted information lies 
with the groups and advertisers.
All articles are subject to the 
editor's discretion.

Publication Design:
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Councillor Chat – Cr Sarah Barnsley
There has been very little opportunity to pause and reflect on the first 
quarter of the triennium, as we continue into autumn at pace. Every day has 
brought stimulation, challenge, learning and enjoyment, regardless of the 
task at hand.

Our summer reading was a little different to the usual thriller novel this 
year - although not without suspense - as we worked through the latest 
Local Government Reform proposals and reviewed every project, service and 
activity in the upcoming Annual Plan. While we already know “who’s done 
it”, our role was to understand what these reforms could mean for Selwyn 
communities and for council operations. This allowed us to help formulate 
robust submissions to Central Government that clearly communicated where 
improvements to the reforms were needed. The final chapters are still being 
written, and more clarity will emerge over these significant changes over the 
coming months.

A structured prioritisation process for the Annual Plan review proved 
incredibly useful. It enabled a thorough investigation of the budget, careful 
examination of spending, and identification of potential cost saving 
opportunities. By the time we returned in January, councillors and staff 
were ready to interrogate each budget line: its purpose, expected outcomes, 
community impact, and whether savings might be achieved by pausing, 
reducing, or continuing work. An important part of this process was 
connecting the numbers with the real world impact of every decision.

Initial modelling has produced a first draft rates increase of around 6–7% 
for 2026/27, down from the earlier forecast of 13.3%. Councillors have 
asked staff to dig deeper and identify further savings. We are also awaiting 
confirmation of the Selwyn Water Limited component of the rates equation. 
Establishing SWL comes with higher initial costs and mid term financial 
gains (as early forecasts have shown). The final figure for the next financial 
year depends on confirming its balance sheet - an extensive water asset 
valuation and reconciliation project - and its profit and loss, which relies on 
improved data systems for more accurate water measurement and charging. 
Achieving robust accuracy and accountability is complex but essential, and 
it is the reassurance our community deserves.

Council will adopt the Draft Annual Plan on 11 March, and public 
consultation opens 16 March for six weeks. This is your plan, and we 
encourage you to share your views. Information and submission options will 
be available on the SDC website, the Selwyn Times, local Facebook pages 
and in the April issue of Prebbleton Life. Please look out for these.

Notifications of the new Primary School proposal off Hamptons Rd, road 
safety along Springs Road, a Community Facility, Ka– Kaha Park Stage 2, 
and future traffic flows through and around Prebbleton village are all 
projects, challenges and opportunities being discussed and progressed over 
the coming months. These sit alongside wider work underway for Spatial 
Planning (think long term growth, zoning, traffic, reserves and infrastructure 
planning) and early thinking for the 2027–2037 Long Term Plan.

Supporting the Prebbleton Community Association, and the work it does 
for our community, is a very enjoyable part of the role. Alongside other 
conversations, we are working with the committee to consider options for 
stronger community representation at council and to progress the Prebbleton 
Community Facility. I encourage the community, through the PCA, to begin 
forming a strong and coordinated stakeholder voice for this facility.  
Clear, organised and early community input will help ensure the project 
truly reflects local needs now and into the future. I, along with my fellow 
Ka– Puna Springs and At Large Councillors, look forward to supporting you in 
this process.

It is a privilege to serve your community. Please get  
in touch if there’s anything I can help you with.

Best wishes / Nga–  mihi, 
Sarah

Cr Sarah Barnsley
027 364 3161
crsarah.barnsley@selwyn.govt.nz



3, Springs Road property- 
Archives NZ Deed book 89/946
4. Press 16 Sept 1875-Letter to 
School committee on conditions

were on Springs Road. He records his travels around the district and 
further afield making house calls and travelling into Christchurch on 
numerous occasions. His horse Warrior seems to have been his main mode 
of transport, with a stable being built in August. He noted that All Saints’ 
Church was opened on 21 July 1872. The church was later consecrated on 
1st November, but his diary unfortunately finishes in October 1872.
Symes married Elizabeth Marion PARK in Wellington in February 1878 
giving his residence as Christchurch. He had purchased a house on the 
corner of Worcester St and Cambridge Tce (now the site of the Harley 
Buildings), indicating he had left Prebbleton by this time. In September 
that year he sold his land on Springs Road to his successor, Dr John 
Durham, who we will write about next month.
William and Elizabeth had three children, sons Langford and Robert and 
daughter, Marion. 
He was a member of the Philosophical Institute, as was Julius von Haast 
and John Macmillan Brown with whom he had a long friendship. He 
became the Police Medical Officer in 1899, conducting postmortems and 
giving evidence in court and in 1900 he was appointed as Sanitary 
Commissioner for Christchurch. This was during an 
outbreak of bubonic plague in Noumea  
with the risk of it reaching NZ and 
he was responsible for setting up  
the necessary quarantine facilities  
if they were needed.
He is listed at his Worcester Street 
residence for several years  but in 
1921 he made a trip with Macmillan 
Brown to the Pacific to pursue his 
interest in tropical diseases. This led 
to him returning to Brisbane where he 
spent the next few years researching 
tropical diseases and hookworm. He was 
intending to return to Christchurch but 
died on 10 April 1928 in Brisbane and 
was buried in the Toowong Cemetery, 
Brisbane. His wife Elizabeth died in 1936 
and is buried at Waimairi Cemetery. 
Although Symes’ time in Prebbleton was 
short he provided the first medical care in 
the town where there had been none before.  

Prebbleton School 
By John Russell - Deputy Principal

We've had a fantastic start to 2026 here at Prebbleton School, with lots of 
activities underway to kick off the new year.

One exciting development is the commencement of construction on our 
new covered outdoor learning area (COLA), which we are all eager to see 
completed and ready for use.

You will have noticed the upgrade to our school crossing, which now 
features a marked zebra crossing. This provides a safe crossing point 
outside of the times when our road patrol is operating. We want to clarify 
the procedures, as some drivers have been unsure how to proceed when 
the school patrol is active versus when it is a regular pedestrian crossing:

• When the road patrol is operating (signs are down): This is a school 
patrol crossing. Cars must stop when the orange 'Stop' signs are extended. 
If you stop when the signs are not extended, the supervisor will likely 
wave you through.

• When the road patrol signs are folded away: The crossing functions 
as a regular pedestrian crossing. Vehicles must stop and allow pedestrians 
to cross.

Finally, a reminder that the speed limit outside the school is 30 km/h 
during the busy morning and afternoon drop-off and pick-up times.

Prebbleton’s First Doctor ( CONTINUED FROM  PAGE 1)

PREBBLETON HERITAGE Inc.
prebbletonheritage@gmail.com
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WHAT’S ON
  

 After School Programme :  

Project   
    Easter 
 

Assignment  Show God’s love for all people  

Name  Jesus Christ  

Key tasks  • Help, heal and teach people. 

• Treat everyone fairly. 

• Make a way for people to be friends with God in heaven. 

• Show you are more powerful than death.  

Completion  Finished and complete.  

Grade  Excellent A + 

 

Prebbleton All Saints Church (with helpers from other churches) invite interested 
school-aged children to their Easter after- school programme:          

• Anglican Church Lounge, across from the school.  
• 2 sessions: Wednesdays   March 25th and April 1st  
• Games, Songs, Stories and Crafts.   
• 3.15pm until 4.30pm.       

• No charge  
• A simple afternoon tea will be offered. 
• Please get a parent or caregiver to sign a 

permission slip the 1st time you attend (or email 
intention and relevant details beforehand).  
 

Enquiries to programme co-ordinator:             Pam  pamprev@gmail.com 

Thursday 5th March
Selwyn Libraries Mobile Unit Visit
Prebbleton Public Hall 2.30pm - 4pm

Saturday 7th March
Working Bee
Prebbleton Nature Park 8.00am - 12.30pm

All About Bees
10.30 am – 11.30 am
Lincoln Envirotown Community Gardens, 
behind the former Lincoln Maternity Hospital
See Humanitix https://events.humanitix.com/
all-about-bees-2026
Gold coin donation appreciated.

Saturday 21st March
Basic Bonsai Techniques
Lincoln Baptist Church 9.30 am – 1.30 pm
Contact Ruth Wood, ruth.wood@xtra.co.nz,  
021 074 3905
$25, booking essential

Thursday 26th March
Kim Hill Hot Topic - Soil To Brain  
Lincoln University 6.30 pm - 9.30 pm
See Humanitix https://events.humanitix.com/
soil-to-brain
Koha appreciated. Booking not required. 

Friday 27th March
Friday Friends
All Saints' Tosswill Lounge 2pm
prebbletoncommunityassn@gmail.com

Saturday 28th March 
Selwyn Trap Library
Lincoln Farmers & Craft Market 10 am - 12 pm

Thursday 9th April
Selwyn Libraries Mobile Unit Visit
Prebbleton Public Hall 10am - 1pm
Note 10am - 11.30am School Holiday 
Programme Minecraft Build Challenge

Sunday 26th April 
Mahoe Mini Bioblitz
2 pm – 4 pm
Mahoe Reserve, Boundary Road, Lincoln
Free family event, booking not required.
See Humanitix https://events.humanitix.com/
mahoe-bioblitz-2026

In Print or online. 
Online at the Prebbleton 
Community Group Facebook 
page. Back issues available 
at www.pca.org.nz or for 
a copy by email please 
send your email details to 
prebbletonlife@gmail.com
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Prebbleton Netball
The Prebbleton Netball Club operates 
out of the Prebbleton Tennis Clubrooms 
at the local domain during the winter 
months, entry off Tosswill Road.   Each 
year the club enters a number of teams 
in the Selwyn Netball Competition.  The 
club also enters teams in the Year 2-4 
futureFERNS programme.  
Registration are now open and close 
early March.  https://www.sporty.co.nz/
prebbletonnetballclub
For more information about the 
club go to the website or email us at 
prebbletonnetball@outlook.com
We are excited about the 2026 netball 
season and would love you to be a part 
of our netball community.

Korakora Touch Prebbleton:  
A Thursday Night Powerhouse 
of Community Sport
Every Thursday evening, Prebbleton Domain transforms 
into one of Canterbury’s busiest and most vibrant 
sporting hubs as Korakora Touch brings together around 
1,400 players for a massive night of high‑quality touch 
rugby. From juniors finding their feet to seasoned 
athletes showcasing sharp footwork and game 
awareness, the atmosphere is electric and unmistakably 
community‑driven.

The competition sprawls across the domain, with 
the main action centred on the Narellan Field 
(Narellan Pools) and the Pharma Field (Prebbleton 
Pharmacy)—two key stages where spectators gather 
to watch fast, skilful, and often fiercely contested 
matchups. As the sun sets, the later time slots belong 
to the senior grades, where the tempo lifts and the 
experience shows. These games regularly feature 
Canterbury representatives, adding an extra layer  
of intensity and inspiration for younger players 
watching on.

Beyond the on‑field talent, Korakora Touch has ice 
cream and coffee carts providing to the festival‑like 
atmosphere that keeps families and supporters 
lingering.

With semi‑finals kicking off next week, the stakes 
rise and the quality promises to be even higher. It’s 
the perfect chance for supporters to come down, enjoy 
a snack and witness some of the region’s best touch 
players in action. Whether you’re cheering on your 
kids, backing your mates, or simply soaking up the 
buzz, Thursday nights at 
Prebbleton Domain continue 
to prove why Korakora 
Touch is one of Canterbury’s 
standout community sport 
experiences.

Andrew Kitson -Convenor
www.sporty.co.nz/prebbletontouch
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DIRECTORY OF GROUPS & ACTIVITIES
RECREATIONAL GROUPS

ZUMBA
Jonelle Bowman
021 254 0186
r_jbowman@xtra.co.nz
Prebbleton Public Hall –  
Thursdays 9am – 10am

Ignite Dance
Kim Glover ph 021 927 899
dance@ignitedance.co.nz
Prebbleton Public Hall
Mon, Tue & Wed after 3.30pm

Prebbleton Plunket
Cuppa and a Catch Up
Fortnightly Fridays From 11am
Prebbleton Plunket Rooms
Jess 027 251 3433

Friday Friends
Last Friday of every month 2:00pm
All Saints’ Tosswill Lounge  
prebbletoncommunityassn@gmail.com

JBC Dance (Ballroom)
Janita Clark
021 0233 7918
janitaclark@xtra.co.nz
Thursdays 6 - 6.45pm Children
7 - 8pm Adults
Prebbleton School Hall

Early Years Whanau Centre (EYWC) - 
KO Taku Reo Deaf Education
Mondays and Wednesdays 
10am - 12noon
Prebbleton Plunket Rooms  
3 William Street
Tina Harrison 027 228 0470
tina.harrison@kotakureo.school.nz

Prebbleton Craft & Knitting
Mondays 12.45pm - 2.45pm
Prebbleton Cottage
Gold coin donation and all welcome.
yvonne.moffat@xtra.co.nz
fb. Prebbleton Craft / Knitting 

Sing and Sign
For 6 – 14 months old children
All Saints Tosswill Lounge  
Thursdays 9.30am to 12.30pm
Booking required
singandsign.christchurch@gmail.com

Prebbleton Heritage
Contact: Lindsay or  
Sandra ph 349 3806
prebbletonheritage@gmail.com

Prebbleton Walking Group
Every Tuesday 9:30am-  
Outside All Saints Church

Prebbleton Life Stories  
Writers Group
Second Thursday of every month
1.30pm - 3.30pm
Dawn Eagle
021 256 5885

Prebbleton Tuesday Pilates
Prebbleton School Hall
Karen Eade 021 269 2391

Prebbleton Women’s Institute
4th Tuesday of every month 
1pm Prebbleton Public Hall
Catherine Thomas
Email  bricath@outlook.com

Tai Chi
Gai Tangney
027 827 2791
tangneyfamily@gmail.com
Prebbleton Public Hall –  
Mondays 10am - 11am

June Burney Baby/Toddler 
Community Music Classes
Lincoln based
Bookings required
www.juneburneymusic.co.nz
June ph 027 4177526

SPORTS GROUPS

Prebbleton Pickleball
Mondays 10am - Prebbleton Domain
Thursdays 7.30pm - Lincoln Event Centre
Saturdays 10am - Broadfield Reserve
prebbletonpickleballclub@gmail.com
Graeme 021 295 6590

Prebbleton Football
Shannon Gilmore
ph 027 579 8811
admin@prebbletonfootball.co.nz

Prebbleton Touch
Thursdays October to March
FB: Prebbleton Touch
www.sporty.co.nz/prebbletontouch
Convenor: Andrew Kitson

Prebbleton Tennis Club
Gill O’Connell 
ph 027 276 1506
https://clubspark.kiwi/prebbletontennis 

Little Kickers 
Fridays: Prebbleton Public Hall
1.5-3.5years old  
10:10 -10:55am
3.5-5years old  
11 -11:45am 
Emily Howell - LK Ops Manager 
canterbury@littlekickers.co.nz
027 289 6155

Prebbleton Netball
Contact Vanessa or Leanna
prebbletonnetball@outlook.com

Prebbleton Indoor Bowls
March to September
Wednesdays 7.30pm
Prebbleton Public Hall
John Hamilton  
03 344 1503

Prebbleton Cricket
Greg McCarthy  
029 283 8505 

Prebbleton Rugby
Sarah Forster 
ph 021 237 7344
secretary@prfc.co.nz

Okinawa Goju Ryu KARATE
Prebbleton Public Hall
Thursdays 6pm - 8pm
Geoff  021 206 3413
geebee101@gmail.com

CHURCHES
All Saints Church
Sundays 9:00am and 10:30am
9 Blakes Road
Rev John Shoaf  
021 227 7365

JA1 Church Selwyn
Sundays 12.30pm
Prebbleton Public Hall
Janice 021 806 389
jaja_faith@yahoo.com

Omega Church
Sundays 9.30 am
Prebbleton Public Hall, 
617 Springs Rd
Seema 027 441 2217

Prebbleton 
Community Cottage
Corner Blakes & Springs Roads
Bookings through  
Selwyn District Council
Phone 0800 266 546 
or email bookings@selwyn.govt.nz

Prebbleton Hall
617 Springs Roads 
Enquiries to:
prebbleton.hall20@gmail.com
Phone 022 0488451 
AVAILABLE FOR: Social functions, 
Classes & Clubs, and Individual use.

VENUES FOR HIRE
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Valentine’s Day
How did you celebrate Valentine’s Day? Here at Ashford 
Retirement Village we had a number of events.

During the week leading up to the big day we had a 
Wedding Day photo quiz and on Saturday morning 
there was a picture quiz of music from the 1960s. Here’s 
one of the pictures. What’s the song title and name of 
the recording artiste? You’ll find the answer on page 8.

In the afternoon Bryan Cairns, on piano, and I delivered 
our “Affairs Of The Heart” concert which was followed 
by afternoon tea and prize giving for the two quizzes.

David Martin
Chairperson, Ashford Residents’ Committee

OWNER’SOWNER’S

SPEC
IAL

SPEC
IAL

Available at FreshChoice Prebbleton only. While stocks last.

$999
EA

Hot Roast 
Chicken 
Size 14
(Product of NZ, 
Excludes Free Range)

ONLY
ThursDAY

Pancake Recipe
As we head towards Easter I wonder how many people 
made pancakes on Tuesday 17 February, colloquially 
called Pancake Tuesday but its actual name is Shrove 
Tuesday. Traditionally, it’s the day on which perishable 
food was eaten prior to the period of Lent, a forty-day 
period leading up to Easter Sunday.
Recently, I have come across a recipe from Eating Bird 
Food which I have adapted slightly to our taste. You 
might like to try these high protein pancakes.

INGREDIENTS
1/2 cup of organic wholemeal spelt flour
1tsp baking powder
A good dose of organic ground cinnamon 
2 large free-range eggs (I have used 4 bantam eggs)
A good splash of organic vanilla extract
A 250g tub of full-fat cottage cheese
A tbsp of organic maple syrup
Light olive oil

METHOD
Mix flour, baking powder and cinnamon in a bowl then 
add the remaining ingredients. Mix well - I use a metal 
spoon. If you leave the mixture for 30 minutes or so it 
gives the mixture chance to combine well. It will even 
keep, covered, for 48 hours in the fridge.
Heat oil on a medium heat in a large non-stick frying 
pan which has a flat surface. I heat on level 6 ex 
10 of an induction hob. Once the oil is heated, add 
tablespoons of batter and fry until craters appear on the 
surface of the pancakes, usually about 5 or 6 minutes. 
Flip and fry for a further 
2 minutes or so.

SERVING
I prefer lemon juice, 
organic maple syrup, fruit 
and organic Greek-style 
natural yogurt.

Bon appetit. 
David Martin.
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Prebbleton Life recently caught up with Prebbleton 
local, Zach Tucker, who won the first ever FIA 
Karting Arrive and Drive World Cup (Senior) after 
a dramatic finale held at the LYL International 
Circuit in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

How did you first get into go-karting?
Answer:I got a Go Kart for Christmas when I was 
Six years old, and I spent a lot of time at Kartsport 
Canterbury doing many many laps.

What do you enjoy most about go-karting?
Answer: That you can always improve yourself and 
the Go Kart.

How do you train or practise to improve your 
racing?
Answer: I am fortunate to do a lot of driving at 
various tracks, in different karts with a range of 
setups.  I can also be found on my race sim a lot of 
the time.

Prebbleton Profile: Zach Tucker
Go-Kart Racer and Prebbleton Local

QUIZ ANSWER: "I Heard It Through the Grapevine" by Marvin Gaye.

What’s been your proudest racing moment so far?
Answer: Definitely my recent win of the FIA Arrive and Drive 

World Cup in Malaysia.

Who inspires you in motorsport?
Answer: Shane Van Gisbergen

What’s the hardest part of the sport for you?
Answer: The challenge of being consistent every 
lap to give you an edge over the other drivers.

What advice would you give to other young 
people who want to try go-karting?

Answer: Just to do as many laps as you can and 
practice in all conditions.

What are your future goals in motorsport?
Answer: My 2026 goal is to podium in the Australian Karting 
Championship. Win the 2026 Rok SV class so I can have an 
opportunity to race in the USA at the end of the year. My 
ultimate goal is to have a career in some form of Motorsport.

Music in the Park - Prebbleton

A great event in the Prebbleton Domain Sunday 1st February.
Enjoyed by many families with live music, food trucks, face-
painting and bouncy castles. Well-done SDC and thank you 
to Graeme Gemmill for handing out copies of Prebbleton Life.
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