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Prebbleton Pet Show

As we are 
now in our 
30th edition of 
Prebbleton Life 
we thought it would 
be a good idea to look back over 
almost 3 years of this publication.

It was March 2023 when we 
produced our first edition of 
Prebbleton Life, bringing events and 
stories from and about the township 
and news of events, which could be 
of interest to Prebbleton residents, 
but held in neighbouring areas.

We are extremely grateful to 
those organisations which have 
contributed on a regular basis

with a special “Thank you” to 
Prebbleton Heritage who have 
provided such interesting insights 
into the past life of Prebbleton.

We have covered local elections, 
ANZAC Day services, Christmas 
Market and Carols at the cottage, 
local sports and our inaugural  
Pets Day held on 23rd November 
this year.

This is a not-for-profit publication 
and we have been grateful for 
past financial assistance from 
Selwyn District Council and to local 
businesses which stepped in once 
SDC funding ceased.

The inaugural Prebbleton Pet Show was a wonderful 
success, held on a beautiful hot day — perhaps a little 
too hot for some of our furry friends. Families arrived 
with plenty of enthusiastic dogs leading the way, 
alongside a sweet rabbit and two charming guinea 
pigs who quickly became crowd favourites.
The obstacle course kept everyone entertained, 
with pets giving it their all with a mix of 
enthusiasm. The fancy dress pet parade added 
even more colour and laughter, showcasing the 
creativity of our community. Overall, the day 
had an incredible community feel. A perfect 
beginning for what promises to become a 
much-loved Prebbleton tradition run  
by the Prebbleton Community  
Association.
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The aims of 
the association
To promote, preserve 
and protect the interests of 
the residents of Prebbleton 
District.

To support the efforts of any 
person, persons, association, 
or any other bodies, who 
may in the opinion of the 
association be working for 
the benefit of the Prebbleton 
District.

To foster social activities 
within the Prebbleton District 
if necessary.

Association 
Committee Members
Jane Elms (Chair)
Alastair Joyce (Treasurer)
Karen Frater (Secretary)
Graham Carpenter
Karen Dreaver
Angela Jones
Graeme Gemmill

Email contact:

prebbletoncommunityassn 
@gmail.com

DISCLAIMER:  
The articles contained in this 
newsletter do not necessarily 
represent the views of the 
Prebbleton Community 
Association. No liability is 
accepted for these views but 
every effort is made to ensure 
information is accurate at the 
time of printing. Responsibility 
for submitted information lies 
with the groups and advertisers.
All articles are subject to the 
editor's discretion.

Publication Design:
Peter Grundy, Resolv Design

Update from the Chair
The PCA held it’s AGM at the start of November, attended by local 
community members and our three Ka- Puna Springs Ward Councillors.  
Each Councillor took away concerns and queries and have been feeding 
back information to the PCA since our AGM. It’s a great start to a new 
working relationship with the SDC. 

Photo from left to right, re-elected Chair of Prebbleton Community Association, Jane 
Elms, Councillor Aaron McGlinchy, Councillor Denise Carrick, AGM guest speaker Cr 
Andrei Moore CCC, and Councillor Sarah Barnsley.

The PCA committee for the 
next year remains very similar 
with the addition of Karen 
Dreaver and the retirement of 
Averil Carpenter.

Averil has given many years 
of service to the PCA and 
has been a member of the 
committee on and off since the 
early 1990’s. She has a passion 
for all things Prebbleton and a 
love of the Prebbleton Cottage 
(so much so that she, and 
husband Graham, maintain 
the cottage garden providing 
a spectacular bloom of colour 
each summer). We will miss 
Averil from the committee 
however appreciate that it’s 
time for her to put her feet up 
at 7pm on the first Monday of 
the month.  The photo shows 
the flowers presented to Averil at the AGM as a token of our appreciation for 
her commitment and dedication to the PCA. Thank you Averil.

Lastly, please join us at the Annual Christmas Grotto, Market & Carols on 
Thursday 18th December.

The PCA would like to wish everyone a relaxing festive season and a happy 
new year. We look forward to working for you in 2026.

In Print or online. Online at the Prebbleton 
Community Group Facebook page. Back issues available 
at www.pca.org.nz or for a copy by email please send 
your email details to prebbletonlife@gmail.com

http://www.pca.org.nz
mailto:prebbletonlife@gmail.com


Tracey Macleod, Councillor  
at Large for Selwyn Council

Selwyn is growing so fast that if 
the whole country matched our 
rate, New Zealand wouldn’t have 
just over 5m people — we’d be 
closer to 12m. That’s the kind of 
pressure our local roads, pipes, 
services and budgets are carrying. 
Local decisions affect our daily 
lives just as much, if not more, 
than Government ones — rates, 
water bills, roads, parks, and the 
services we rely on. And it’s easy 
to think “my voice won’t matter,” 

or assume lobby groups speak for everyone. But when 
everyday people stay quiet, the organised voices are often 
the only ones heard. A recent Selwyn Times story showed 
how much community input can shift an outcome. 

Selwyn_Times: November  
https://www.yumpu.com/en/document/read/70861002/
selwyn-times-november-19-20255 (pg 23) 

A decision on glyphosate changed because farmers, growers, 
residents and scientists took the time to submit. And central 
government has shaped Selwyn too — across two different 
governments, more than a dozen large new subdivisions 
have been enabled here, often away from existing and 
planned (cheaper) infrastructure, whether we were ready for 
them or not. A submission doesn’t need to be long — one 
sentence or a paragraph is enough. Quiet, polite voices still 
count. As councillors, we’re ratepayers too.  
If something matters to you, please make a submission or 

Hon James Meager, Minister for the South Island J.Meager@ministers.govt.nz  
https://www.beehive.govt.nz/minister/biography/james-meager

Hon Nicola Grigg N.Grigg@ministers.govt.nz
https://www.beehive.govt.nz/minister/biography/nicola-grigg

send an email. Small voices, used consistently, 
really do shape Selwyn’s future. 

Cr Tracey MacLeod 
Email: crtracey.macleod@selwyn.govt.nz
Phone: 027 269 8404

Note: We are still in Selwyn Electorate until the next election when we move to Wigram Electorate.
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PREBBLETON HERITAGE Inc.
prebbletonheritage@gmail.com

Festive Season 
By Sandra Serra, Prebbleton Heritage Inc.

In the early days of Prebbleton celebrations for 
Christmas mostly revolved around the churches, 
with decorations and special Christmas services. The 
combined Presbyterian choirs of Lincoln and Prebbleton 
gave performances at Lincoln on Christmas Eve and 
Prebbleton at New Years Eve, and various social groups 
held their own events in the lead up to Christmas, as did 
the school.
The Press on 14th November 1872 noted that the ship 
Lady Jocelyn had brought the bells for All Saints’ 
Church, the first peal of bells in Canterbury, and it was 
hoped that the old year would be rung out and the new 
in that year. These bells were destroyed in the Church 
fire of 1906 and later replaced.
In later years, the Prebbleton Brass band gave concerts 
and then travelled around the local area playing 

Christmas carols and hymns at most homesteads where 
they hoped to receive donations for their funds. In 
1927 eleven local women found themselves in court 
after running a raffle to raise money to buy Christmas 
gifts for the “poorer children of Prebbleton” thereby 
breaching the Gaming Act. The prize was lamb, fowl, 
vegetables, plum pudding, fruit and nuts to make a 
Sunday Dinner which raised about £8. The “Mother 
Christmases of Prebbleton” were convicted and 
discharged but had to pay costs.
New Year was when community events were held. The 
first village picnic event was held on New Year’s Day 
1867, beginning a tradition of similar events bringing 
residents together. The numbers attending is quite 
remarkable in those early days given the means of 
travel and the state of roads at the time. The newspaper 
account is quite extensive describing the days festivities 
with a cricket match, races, a game of “kiss in the ring,” 
a meal and an “abundance of cheer was dispensed” by 
the proprietor of the George and Dragon Hotel.
This type of sporting and social gathering was an 
annual event held early in the New Year often on a 
farm or at the Domain. Later, other sports clubs such as 
athletics and motorcycle scrambles held events around 
this time. Annual village picnics also took place in the 
summer months using the railway to go elsewhere for a 
day of fun with the Brass Band providing entertainment 
along with the usual races. Prebbleton Domain was 
a popular venue for many city organisations for their 
annual picnics, usually arriving by train followed by the 
short walk to their destination.
In 1930 the Prebbleton Sports Club held a Christmas 
carnival and open air dance at “Woodlau”, the old 
house still standing in Cairnbrae Drive, then owned 
by Mr G. Hancox. The grounds were lit with electric 
lights and Chinese lanterns and a band provided the 
dance music. Musical  entertainers, a fortune teller and 
fruit salad and ice cream stalls were all popular. Father 
Christmas appeared on the roof near the chimney stack 
and later distributed toys and sweets to the children, and 
games for them under the supervision of the school staff 
and sports club committee, kept them entertained.
In December 1936, the “longest and best” New Year 
dance was advertised, held in the Prebbleton Hall 
starting at 9pm and going until 4am on New Years Day. 
This began a trend with a regular dance held each New 
Year’s Eve for some years. Most of the local sports clubs 
also held their own Christmas dances and events usually 
at the Prebbleton Hall.
For a small village as it was in its early days, there 
were plenty of community events organised over the 
Christmas and New Year season. We now enjoy the 
Christmas market and carols evening in the grounds 
around the Community Cottage organised by the 
Prebbleton Community Association and the number of 
locals attending seems to grow each year.
From the committee of Prebbleton Heritage,  
Meri Kirihimete and Happy New Year.
Any feedback on this article or any other topic relating 
to Prebbleton history would be appreciated. Contact us 
by email prebbletonheritage@gmail.com
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1. Arrival of the 
first peal of bells 
for Canterbury  
14 November 1872 

2. Undated 
Prebbleton Village 
picnic. Location 
unknown. 

3. First Village 
New Year event 
Lyttelton Times 4 
January 1867

4. New Year dance 
Press 29 Dec 1936

Town & Lifestyle Real Estate Ltd. Licensed (REAA 2008) 

Wishing you all a 
SAFE & HAPPY
Summer Season

From Our Family to Yours
RAY WHITE TOWN & LIFESTYLE
PREBBLETON VILLAGE |  03 777 7160

PREBBLETON LIFE -5



WHAT’S ON
Thursday 4th December
Selwyn Libraries Mobile Unit Visit
Prebbleton Public Hall
2.30pm - 4pm

Friday 12th December
Friday Friends
All Saints' Tosswill Lounge 2pm
prebbletoncommunityassn@gmail.com

Saturday 13th December
Working Bee
Prebbleton Nature Park
8.30am - 12.30pm

Thursday 18th December
Santa's Grotto, Market & Carols
Prebbleton Cottage surrounds
4pm - 7.30pm

Friday 30th January
Friday Friends
All Saints' Tosswill Lounge 2pm
prebbletoncommunityassn@gmail.com

F R O M  A L A S K A  T O  A L A B A M A
F R O M  M I S S O U R I  T O  M A I N E

J O I N  D AV E  O N  A

Saturday 31st January
Sequence Dancing
Prebbleton Public Hall
7.30pm - 10.30pm
$5 Entry  All welcome

Sunday 1st February
Music in the Park
Prebbleton Domain  
Playground
1pm - 4pm

Photo: 
Prebbleton 
Pet Show 
was held on 
Sunday  
23 Nov.
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Embrace the holiday season  
with Rolleston Brass
With Christmas fast approaching, Rolleston Brass have 
been working hard to bring joy to Selwyn festivities. 

Rolleston Brass is Selwyn’s local brass band, operating 
under the baton of Musical Director, Raynor Martin. 
The band performs at both regional and national 
competitions and hold community concerts throughout 
the year.  

Rolleston Brass Christmas playouts:

Leeston Santa Parade. Held on December 5, Leeston 
Santa parade is a free event run in Leeston Township. 
Rolleston Brass wil be marching in the Santa Parade, 
come and show your support and check out the local 
craft and food vendors at the event. 

Rolleston Christmas Parade. Rolleston Brass will 
march in the Rolleston Christmas Parade on December 
7. Following the parade, the band will be caroling at the 
Christmas Market. 

Lincoln Christmas Parade. Held on December 13, 
Lincoln Christmas Parade will take place on Gerald 
Street, and will feature a variety of local groups, 
including Rolleston Brass. 

Prebbleton Christmas Market. Rolleston Brass 
will be caroling at the Prebbleton Christmas Market 
on December 18. The market will be made up of food 
and craft stalls, and Santa’s grotto. It will be held at 
Prebbleton Cottage Grounds. 

Colour and  
Candy Canes  

 
 
 

Enjoy celebrating Christmas 
with us  

 
Prebbleton All Saints After School team are offering  

2 Christmas-theme sessions with games, songs, stories, puzzles 
and craft.  

• Anglican Church Lounge, across from the school.  

• Wednesdays:   December 3rd and 10th  
• 3.15pm until 4.30pm. (Afternoon tea is served individually)        

• No charge                                           
• Please get a parent or caregiver to sign a permission 

slip the 1st time you attend (or notify details to co-ordinator).  

 
 
Programme co-ordinator:  
pamprev@gmail.com   

 

 

 

 

 

Down by the Liffey Gallery
Lincoln’s Community Art Gallery, 1 James Street, Lincoln 

Dec 4 - Jan 11
GALLERY CLOSED:  DEC 22  - JAN  7

liffeygallery1@gmail.com        
www.downbytheliffeygallery.com

A wonderful range of artworks and sculptures created by members of 
the Down by the Liffey Gallery. This show has a wonderful 

assortment of styles, colour and subject matter - come and explore the 
world of art!

DECEMBER 25

PLEASE NOTE NEW HOURS WE ARE OPEN 

Thursday - 11.30am to 2.30pm

Friday, Saturday and Sunday - 10.00am to 4.00pm

Spotted an issue in 
Prebbleton the  
council could resolve?
e.g. Litter in the park?  
Damaged bus shelter?  
Overgrown vegetation? A water leak?
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DIRECTORY OF GROUPS & ACTIVITIES

SPORTS GROUPS

Prebbleton Pickleball
Mondays 10am - Prebbleton Domain
Wednesdays 7pm - Broadfield Reserve
Thursdays 7pm - Lincoln Event Centre
Saturdays 10am - Broadfield Reserve
prebbletonpickleballclub@gmail.com
Graeme 021 295 6590

Prebbleton Football
Shannon Gilmore
ph 027 579 8811
admin@prebbletonfootball.co.nz

Prebbleton Touch
Thursdays October to March
FB: Prebbleton Touch
www.sporty.co.nz/prebbletontouch
Convenor: Andrew Kitson

Prebbleton Tennis Club
Gill O’Connell 
ph 027 276 1506
https://clubspark.kiwi/prebbletontennis 

Prebbleton Netball
Contact Vanessa or Leanna
prebbletonnetball@outlook.com

Little Kickers 
Fridays: Prebbleton Public Hall
1.5-3.5years old  
10:10 -10:55am
3.5-5years old  
11 -11:45am 
Emily Howell - LK Ops Manager 
canterbury@littlekickers.co.nz
027 289 6155

Prebbleton Indoor Bowls
March to September
Wednesdays 7.30pm
Prebbleton Public Hall
John Hamilton  
03 344 1503

Prebbleton Cricket
Greg McCarthy  
029 283 8505 

Prebbleton Rugby
Sarah Forster 
ph 021 237 7344
secretary@prfc.co.nz

Okinawa Goju Ryu 
KARATE
Prebbleton Public Hall
Thursdays 6pm - 8pm
Geoff  021 206 3413
geebee101@gmail.com

RECREATIONAL GROUPS

ZUMBA
Jonelle Bowman
021 254 0186
r_jbowman@xtra.co.nz
Prebbleton Public Hall –  
Thursdays 9am – 10am

Ignite Dance
Kim Glover ph 021 927 899
dance@ignitedance.co.nz
Prebbleton Public Hall
Mon, Tue & Wed after 3.30pm

Prebbleton Plunket
Cuppa and a Catch Up
Fortnightly Fridays From 11am
Prebbleton Plunket Rooms
Jess 027 251 3433

Friday Friends
Last Friday of every month 2:00pm
All Saints’ Tosswill Lounge  
prebbletoncommunityassn@gmail.com

JBC Dance (Ballroom)
Janita Clark
021 0233 7918
janitaclark@xtra.co.nz
Thursdays 6 - 6.45pm Children
7 - 8pm Adults
Prebbleton School Hall

Early Years Whanau Centre (EYWC) - 
KO Taku Reo Deaf Education
Mondays and Wednesdays 
10am - 12noon
Prebbleton Plunket Rooms  
3 William Street
Tina Harrison 027 228 0470
tina.harrison@kotakureo.school.nz

Prebbleton Craft & Knitting
Mondays 12.45pm - 2.45pm
Prebbleton Cottage
Gold coin donation and all welcome.
yvonne.moffat@xtra.co.nz
fb. Prebbleton Craft / Knitting 

Sing and Sign
For 6 – 14 months old children
All Saints Tosswill Lounge  
Thursdays 9.30am to 12.30pm
Booking required
singandsign.christchurch@gmail.com

Prebbleton Heritage
Contact: Lindsay or  
Sandra ph 349 3806
prebbletonheritage@gmail.com

Prebbleton Walking Group
Every Tuesday 9:30am-  
Outside All Saints Church

Prebbleton Life Stories  
Writers Group
Second Thursday of every month
1.30pm - 3.30pm
Dawn Eagle
021 2565 8855

Prebbleton Tuesday Pilates
Prebbleton School Hall
Karen Eade 021 269 2391

Prebbleton Women’s Institute
4th Tuesday of every month 1:00pm
Prebbleton Public Hall
Daphne McAven 349 - 8886

TAI CHI
Gai Tangney
027 827 2791
tangneyfamily@gmail.com
Prebbleton Public Hall –  
Mondays 10am - 11am

CHURCHES
All Saints Church
Sundays 9:00am and 
10:30am
9 Blakes Road
Rev John Shoaf  
021 227 7365

JA1 Church Selwyn
Sundays 12.30pm
Prebbleton Public Hall
Janice 021 806 389
jaja_faith@yahoo.com

Omega Church
Sundays 9.30 am
Prebbleton Public Hall, 
617 Springs Rd
Seema 027 441 2217
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